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SUBJECT: JAPANESE VIEWS ON BREZHNEV TRIP TO SIBERIA 
REF: (A) STATE 113327, (NOTAL) 

1 . PARTLY IN ANTICIPATION OF JUNE MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON, 

U.S. AND JAPANESE EMBOFFS MET MAY 15 TO COMPARE NOTES ON 
RECENT BREZHNEV TRIP TO SIBERIA AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT THERE. WE DISCUSSED ECONOMIC ASPECTS 
OF THE TRIP ALONG THE LINES OF MOSCOW 8098 AND STATE 

1 17397. THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT, WITH POSSIBLE 
EXCEPTION OF WEST SIBERIAN ENERGY PROJECTS, THE TRIP DID 
NOT IN THE SHORT RUN PRESAGE INCREASED INVESTMENT BEYOND 
LEVELS ALREADY PLANNED (INCLUDING THE INCREASE FOR 
RAILWAYS ALREADY MENTIONED BY BAYBAKOV IN DECEMBER). 

2. SPEAKING FOR THE JAPANESE SIDE, COUNSELOR TANAKA SAID 
TRIP COULD ALSO BE VIEWED IN A LONGER PERSPECTIVE AS AN 
ATTEMPT BY BREZHNEV TO INDICATE BY HIS PRESENCE THAT 
INCREASED IMPORTANCE IS BEING ATTACHED TO SIBERIA. WHILE 
NO IMMEDIATE EFFECT IS FORESEEN, HIS PRESENCE AND 
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REMARKS ABOUT IMPROVING LIVING CONDITIONS MAY BE 
INTENDED TO CONVEY AN IMPLIED PROMISE OF FUTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS. THIS IMPLIED COMMITMENT MAY BE IMPORTANT 
FOR RETAINING WORKERS AT SIBERIAN SITES AS THE EXISTING 
MORAL AND MATERIAL INCENTIVES ARE REACHING THE LIMITS OF 
THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. (IN TANAKA'S ANALYSIS, MORE IMMEDIATE 
PROBLEMS AND QUESTIONS WERE HANDLED BY KOSYGIN AND 
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BAYBAKOV IN THEIR VISIT TO WEST SIBERIA.) 

3. TANAKA ALSO ADVANCED THE VIEW THAT AS BREZHNEV WENT 
EAST HIS REMARKS CHANGED IN TONE. IN WEST SIBERIA HE 
UNDERLINED THE IMPORTANCE OF ITS ENERGY RESOURCES, PRAISED 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS BUT CRITICIZED THE PARTY FOR NOT DOING 
MORE. AS HE WENT FURTHER EAST HIS REMARKS BECAME MORE 
DEFENSIVE ABOUT THE PARTY'S WORK EVEN WHILE ADMITTING A 
NEED FOR BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS. 

4. TURNING TO OTHER PROBLEMS, THE JAPANESE POINTED OUT THAT 
A MAJOR TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM IS THAT THE CHITA-USSURIYSK 
SECTION OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILROAD REMAINS A BOTTLE- 
NECK BECAUSE IT IS NOT ELECTRIFIED. TANAKA HAD RECENTLY 
LEARNED IN TOKYO ABOUT SOVIET PLANS TO WIDEN AND LINK UP 
EXISTING ROAD SEGMENTS IN ORDER TO CREATE A TRANS-SIBERIAN 
HIGHWAY. THE MOSCOW-NOVOSIBIRSK SECTION IS COMPLETE AND 
IS SCHEDULED TO REACH CHITA BY 1984 AND VLADIVOSTOK IN 1990. 

5. WE PASSED OUR JAPANESE COLLEAGUES COPIES OF SOME OF OUR 
RECENT TRIP REPORTS ON SIBERIA AND HOPE TO GET THEIR COMMENTS 
BACK IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. INCLUDED WERE MOSCOW A-80, 83, 

84, 92, 119 AND 124. TOON 
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